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* Behold 1 bring you good tidings of great joy.” 





NEW-HAVEN, MARCH 15, 1817. 


Vor. I. 
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The Dible a new school-book Sor Roman 
Catholics. 


yroM THE 1OrH REPORT OF THE HIBER- 
NIAN SOCIETY. 
Coetinued from p. 644. 

The cheering expectations which 
the Committee entertain of the happy 
consequences which may be expected 
to result from the circulation of the 
word of God through the medium of 
the Schools, among the Catholic popu- 
lation of this kingdom, will, I trust, 
be happily realized; and, that the 
Committee may have other evidence 
to the fact, besides my representation, 
you will have with this, an extract 
from the Report of the Sligo Branch 
of the Hibernian Bible Society, read 
at their last annual meeting, in which 
there is an unexaggerated statement 
of the high utility ofthe Schools in this 
respect. 

Connected with them, the word of 
God penetrates into the strong holds 
of superstilion, ignorance, and preju- 
dice. They solicit not, in the first 
instance, the attention of the adults; 
therefore, their hostility, as to any 
threatening danger to themselves, is 
not awakened. It is but a School- 
book, a book for children, and although 

itbe not the book they would solicit 
for their offspring, they must submit. 
Education cannot be had on other 
From the Schools it finds its 
Way into theirhouses. Here, pleased 
to hear their children read, they give 
attention; the book speaks for itself; 
they soon perceive that it is not that 
pernicious thing which they were 
taught to believe it to be. Prejudice 
Subsides, and admiration grows into 
an affectionate attachment to that, of 
which, circumstanced as they are, they 


must have otherwise remained for ev- 


er ignorant, 


I learn, with much satisfaction, the 
additional supply of lrish Pestaine its 
vhich I may shortly expect. All the 
Irish teachers are on their round:, 
and the Irish classes are inultiplyiag. 
Tam using every endeavour to culti- 
vate the reading ofthe Irish Testament 
where necessary. 

The present state of the Schools ad- 
mits of amostfavourable report. Ev- 
ery where they prosper, and their in- 
crease is only limited by prudential 
caution, and the consideration of the 
growing» magnitude of the expense, 
which I cannot help feeling, though I 
have had no intimation from you 
which sets bounds to our exertions, or 
has any other tendency but the most 
animating encouragement to “ go for- 
ward” in the blessed work. Partial 
opposition still exists; but nothing 
more serious than the driving in ofouts 
posts. We soon recover the ground 
we had lost, and such eccurrences, 
are but preludes to a victory. In the 
next quarterly return, dispersed 
Schools will be seen again to exist and 
to flourish; and, in districts where op- 
position seemed to threaten the exist- 
ence of the Schools in being, and to 

render the prospect of further exten- 
sion hopeless, they have multiplied. 

I continue to receive from the Mas 
ters the most pleasing accounts of in- 
creased attention to the word of God, 
in the neighbourhood of the Schools; 
and, indeed, were I toindulge them tn 
furnishing with Bibles and Testaments 
all who anxiously desire them, | should 
require a much greater supply. You 
will observe, in the account given me 
by Archdeacon D . the attention 
excited tothe preaching in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Schools in the district 
he visits. 

I have had, for this last half vear, 
a flourishing School in B——, a very 
respectable country town in this coun- 
tv; where I have for vears, with var 
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ous success, been contending with 
priestly infliie nce. The first Master, 
thou oh a Protestant, had no object in 
keeping the Sehoo! but the salary, 
which he endeavoured to secure by 
fraud and «mposition; but, being con- 
stantly baffled and disappointed by 
the application of the regulations, he 
at last gave itu The present Mas- 
ter, who is also a Protestant, is an ac- 
tive propes man. His gross number 
is now I believe about 140. Krom the 
difficuity ofestablishing a Schooi there, 


Thad to give the : advanced rate of 


£6 for twenty pupiis to the Master, 
ane m oreporlion of the house rent. 
At G , near B——, the chil- 
5) ; ee 
qen ove day, on their return from 
School, met, on the great road lead- 
ing to L D> ,soine drivers who 
were Couvexinvg caitie to the northern 








markets. Perceis Er tana books”? 
2 


un. ‘hesiaments in hands of the 
chicren, they made enquiry about the 
School in which the books were taught, 
and heing informed that it was a Se- 
ciets ’s Free School, they told the chil- 
dren that the y kuew those books well, 
aid (hat they were cesioned to: e- 
etroy and overturn the Roman Cath- 
olic religion. The poor children fled 
fot!+ is parents to communicate the 
alaiming intelligence, the imm ediate 
resiit of which was, the withdrawing 
thechildrenfrom the School. ‘The 
Niasier, on enquiry, learning the canse 
of his Shool being deserted, waited 
immediately on the Priest, who was 
hearing coufession at the time, at no 
gicat distance from the School. As 
soon as the Priest had leisure, he ace 


@! 


couipamied the Ma ste rto the Schoo!l- 
louse, and having desired ftw to proe 
cauce the > booKS with which the School 
bad io puppies, he carefully looked 
over both Noe. Land Noe. 2 of tie spel- 
ling books, and then examined the 
"Pestsument. Afier this, enquired 
of ibe Master if lie was supplied with 
any other books by the agent of the 
Society: to which he replied, that he 
was mot, and find positive directions 
to miow no other heeks to be used in 


LisSchool. Lhe Priest then observed 


that, instead of discountenancing the 
School, both it and the books had _ his 
most cordial approbation ; ; and, not 
satisfied with giving this testimony, in 
the hearing of such of the parents as 
had fo'lowed the Priest to the School, 
to learn the result of the investigation, 
he weut with the Master to the houses 
of the rest of the parents, and commu- 
nicated to them individually what he 
had publicly declared in the School 
a ise. ‘Theco. sequence of the Priest 

S patronizing the School was, that 
heii Mr. H arrived there, though 
he was uot expected, there were 82 
pupils present. 

Mr. H—— says that this School is 
likely to be productive of uiach good, 
l have great pleasure in bearing testi- 
mony tothe unremitted attention and 
valuable qualifications of this Inspec- 
tor. He is a truly religious and de- 
serving inan, and were it not that his 
loca! knowledge of the county of 





* D—— makes it necessary that I should 


principaily confine him to that dis- 
trict, until I have all the Schools ne- 
cessary for it established, in which his 
knowledge of the country is of the 
greatest use, I would appoint him al- 
ternately to visit all our districts. I 
sent him off, after a few days rest, to 
take a cursory survey ofall our Schools 
in the county of F , previous to 
hisnextregular inspection of the coun- 
ty of D—-. 

Tam happy to be able to record an- 
other instance of friendly disposition 
in « Priest, which has been communi- 
cated to me by the School Master.— 
The Rev. P b has requested 
that our Schoo!, kept in G in the 
county of C » by ulG , should 
be removed, for the better convenience 
of the peeple, to his chapel, halfa 
mile from its present situation. ‘This 
Priest pul liely desired his parishoners 
not to fe intimidated, or preven ited 
from embracing the opportunity thus 
ailorded them, of hi ving their children 
educated, by bad reports ; ; which, he 
said, were all misrepresentations, and 
had originated in ignorance and su- 
perstition. He further assured them, 
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that the books were all good, and that 
jt was his wish, that alltheir children 
should be educated under the 5o- 
ciely. 

I cannot forbear adding the iollow- 
ing account, which, among many oth- 
ers, | have received from the South 
L district, of the School, of which 
Colovel T and his lady are visit- 
ors. Colonel T pays a yearly 
reut of ten guiteas for the School 
house, and the dwelling house for the 
Master; the new School house, &e. 
which he is building, is in a state of 
great forwardness. His lady visits the 
School every day, when the weather 
permits her, She gives mouthly a pre- 
mium ofa new coat, X&c. to the pupil 
who has made the most considerable 
progress, and she supplies all the a- 
duits in the neighbourhood, who de- 
sire them, with, Bibles or Testamen S. 
As a proof of the estimation in which 
the Schools are held in that neigh- 
bourhood, Mis. ‘T has received 
petitions from the inhabitants of differ- 
ent parts of the country, where they 
have not yet been established, praying 
for this benefit for their children.— 














The Priest, our great opposer there, 


is uo more. What a change is eff-e- 
ted in that country since our first at- 
tempt to oper a School in it, when 
Cc was hunted out of it by that 
Priest with menaces if he should dare 
to return ! 

In order that the Committee may 
duly appreciate the friendly disposi- 
tion of some of the Priests, it should 
be observed that every Priest, who has 
manifested the spirit of tolerance to- 
wards the Schools, as well as the very 
few who have been friendly, and wish 
their establishment, are situated in 
places where their power is absolute, 
and where the Society has not a sin- 
gle friend to counteract their influ- 
euce, if it had been hostile. This du- 
ly sonsidered is, in my opinion, a sin- 





gular instance and manifestation of 


the divine favour to the happy under- 
takings of the Scciety. It shews that 
God is for us. Where he has raised 
up friends to brave the sterm, there he 
allows their opposition to rage: where 
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we have no protector, she converts them 
into tries. 
( To be concluded ) 


SIERRA LEONE. 


We lately published some account of th’s 

Coluny, ( see p. w34.) Die ' folly ein 
Jrom the LOih Report of ihe 4, car 
Insliiuiton, will shew the fiow ishiig 
state of the Colony as luie as t'ebru- 
ary 1816. The happy influence of 
ciuilization, has almusi made a king 
dum oul of chaos. 


Letters veceived from Sierra Leone, 
dated in the months of December, 
January, and February last, give a 
favourabie account of the progress of 
the Colony. The conduct of the 
Settlers is said to dffer very little fiom 
that of the generality of English Vil- 
lagers. They are chiefly engaged in 
trading speculations. ‘The captured 
Negroes, on the other hand, subsist 
solely by agriculture; Sierra Leone is 
supplied with fruit and vegetables al. 
most exclusively from their planta- 
tions. Many intermarriages between: 
the Nova-Scotian and Maroon $ ettiers 
had taken place, which it was though: 
would result in the, improvement of 
both. All the Settlers are now inmar- 
ried in the manuer prescribed by tie 
Church, and the institution of mar 
riage gains ground even among the 
captured Negroes. One correspond- 
ent observes, “1 was present last 
week when 23 couples were married, 
all captured Negroes.” He adds, 
“¢Much has been said for and against 
the captured Negroes :—the truth is, 
that there exisis among them every 
shade of improvement, from an ap- 
peararice alinost miserable, to a stuie 
of improvement which, though seldoin 
rivaling the Settiers, is treading gen- 
erally very fast upon their heels. At 
Cabenda, Bassa ‘Town, Leseesicr 
Towi, Portuguese Town, and Bam- 
barra Town, they have built huts, each 
in the fashion of his own ¢ country. In 
the neighbourhood of these places 
they have allotments of land, which 
they gradually improve. On the road 
from this place to the Hoebreok, tt is 
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astonishing to see the quantity of land 
they - ive Cleared during the last two 
years; and we now see rice and cas- 
sada » fields oi cousiderable extent, ex- 
clusively the property of captured 
Negrees) In appearance, the most 
respectable are found among those 
who have been longest in this celony. 
Aimong the new comers there a are gen- 
erally soine turbulent spirits, who of- 
ten commit irregularities. Unaceus- 
toined to European dress, they neg- 
lectexternalappearance, Sueh,how- 
ever, are only found among the new 


comers, and are rar€é occurrences ; 


they soon form acquaintances, accus- 
tom themselves to their new dresses, 
become settled. and in their turn em- 
ulate their neighbours in respectability 
of appearance: this only requires ime 5 
and ibus it is they get on from one de- 
“ree of i Improve ieneinnt to anether.” 

Speaking of schools, he observes, 
that they do not differ in their pro- 
gress from that of any English school. 
A school of boys, containing 150, 
placed under the directions of Mr. 
Turner. The African youths educa- 
ted in the Boroug]+Road School are 
also sedulously emploved in the busi- 
ness ofinstruction. Aan evening school 
has been opened for tradesme ns ap- 
prentices, and others whose daily oc- 
eu pations prevent their attendance 
during the day. “FE think,” observes 
the writer, that “the nian of this eve- 
ning schoo! is exeellent, and likely 
to he productive of great benefit to 
the grown-up Colonists, by whom it is 
numerously attended. ‘Rhere has 
been a public school lately opened for 
females, by a Mrs. ‘Turner, a person 
every way qualified for the situation. 
Besides these, there is a sc hoo! exciu- 
sively for captured Necro girls, which 
was until lately ne ntended by a 
Mrs. Davis, wife ta.a Methodist Mis- 
sionary. irs. Dei eie feli a vicum to 
the severity of the climate, and the 
school is now suppurted by her female 
assistants. In this school between 80 
and 100 girls are daily educated.” 

‘he capper coin prepared and sent 

out by the institution are in circula- 
tion, net ouly in the Colony, but its 
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neighbourhood ; and the people seem 
pleased with it. The colony is stated 
to be healthy: “ At present,” it is 
said, “ there is not any European sick, 
and. very few of the Colonists.” 

Itappears by another communica- 
tion, that the Government had author- 
ised Governor MacCarthy to re-occu- 
py the Island of St. James, in the Gam- 
bia, which will put an end to the infa- 
mous traffic in Slaves carried on by 
Spaniards, or rather by Americans 
under a Spanish disguise; and the 
Governor had directed an officer of 
the Royal African corps to begin the 
establishment. Governor MacCarthy 
has been further authorised to occupy 
such other spot, in the neighbourhood, 
ashe may think offers superier advaue 
tages in point of defence, or as a com- 
mercial station. 

Major Peddie had visited Sierra 
Leone, and had taken with him thence, 
en his return to Senegal, 44 volun- 


_tcers—namely, 23 N ‘ative and 7 Euro- 


pean soldiers, and 14 other persons— 
from among the Settlers and captur- 
ed Negroes, and natives in the neigh- 
bourhood, one of whom is the son of 
the King of the Builom Shore. From 
the arrangement which Governor 
M:Carthy has made, there is little 
doubt that information of Mayor Ped- 
die’s proceedings will be obtained from 
Sandsanding, Se co, &e. 

The following is an extract from a 
fetter of Governor M‘Carithy on the 
subject of the schoolsat Sierra Leone : 
* Mr. Satherland, on his arriyal, was 
placed at the head of the Schools, and 
then had about 250 boys, nearly half 
Settlers and half captured Negroes, 
apprentices to various traders. These 
boys, previous to his arrival, had been 
under the care of the Kev. Ny Butscher, 
to whom I had, at his request, given 
a European soldier of the Roya! Af- 
rican corps as assistant. Every help 


was given to Mr, Sutheriand’s undev- 
taking by the office administering the 
Government, and some improvement 
was made in the education of the 
children. I was extremely sorry to 
find, on my arrival at Sierra Leone on 
the 18th July, that he had resigned the 
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situation of school-master on the 30th 
of June, and intended to return to Eu- 
sope. The Rev. Mr. Davis, of the 
Methodist Society, had, from motives 
ofzeal, taken charge of as many boys 
as could be held in his chapel. i ‘eel- 
ing extremely anxious to forward an 
object of so much importance to the 
welfare’ of this Colony as the educ¢a- 
tion of the children, l advised Mr. Su- 
therland to resume his situation.” 

“The school continued until the 
80th of October,and the children were 
gradually improving, although Myr, 
Sutherland expe:ienced several at- 
tacks of fever during the interval. i 
received on that day a letter asking 
for leave“of absence, but prevailed on 
him to wait a few days lenger. Havy- 
ing, however, experieneed another re- 
lapse, I complied with his wishes te 
proceed to Goree fora short period, 
for change of air, and he sailed on the 
18th of November. It 2 appears that 
the passage has not had the desired 
effect, and Mr. Sutherland, on the ad- 
vice of Dr. Lardner, Acting Deputy 
Inspector of Hospitals, is now en his 
return to Europe.” 

“ With respect to the female School 
~—Mrs. Sutherland feil sick shortly af- 
ter her arrival, and died in March, on 

her passage to Goree. A Mrs. Grant 
had, on my arrivalin July, under her 

charge about 40 or 50 girls, mostly 
from the-class of the captured Negroes. 
She centinued until the 24th of Sep- 
tember, when, finding it more for her 
advantage to follow mercantile spec- 
ulations, she gave up the charge after 
avery short notice. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I solicited the assistance 
of Mrs. Davis, wife of the gentleman 
above alluded te. 
benevolence, without any pecuniary 


emolument, she consented to take un- 


der her care the tuition of the captur- 
ed girls supported by Government, 
amounting to upwards of 120. I la- 
ment to say, that, short'yafter a tem- 
porary school-room had been erected 
at some expense in the garden of her 
Louse, and she had with great method 
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From motives of 


and ussiduity began her course of 








oui 


teaching, she fell sick, and died on the 
15th of December.” 

“T now purpose that the captured 
girls, with their two sclioolmistresses, 
shall attend school in the room above 


mentioned; and Mr. Davis, who is 
scarcely recovered from 2 severe ill- 
ness, has promised, with the Rev. L. 
Butscher, to give his superintendence, 
until some better plan can be adopt- 
ed, and the establishment in tended 
by the Chureh Mission Society com- 
pleted, when they will all be removed 
10 the Leicester Mountain.’ 

“7 have dately employed, as school- 
mistress for the settler girls, Mrs. ‘Tur- 
ner, an European, the wife of a ser- 
jeant of the Royal African corps, who 
has received a liberal education, 2nd 
will teach them to read, write and 
needle-work.”’ 

“The situation of second schoo!- 
master onthe Colonial Establishinent, 
is filled up by a Mr. Hirst, who came 
on this coast as a Missionary te the 
Methodist Society in 18i2. He has, 
since my return, been emploved as 
schoolmaster a brook. Lam 
erecting a chapel thefe, which will an- 
swer echool-noom The: 
building will, I suppose, be compieted 
jn two months. Being unwilling to 
expend public money without compe- 
tent author ity, 1 am obliged to im: ike 
use of the utmost economy in suchen 

cdeavours, as the price of labour is ex: 
tremely high, and has not decreased 
for several years.” 

“The departure of Mr. 
will operate against We pion 
cation of the. cluldren, but 
make me give up inv experiment—} 
conceive may lead towards it. It is 
mv intention to give the situation of 
first schoolmaster to Mr. 


if ¢ 


the iJog! 


' 
aisO as «a 


Sutheriand 
of cdu 


will nol 


Hirst, and to 
employ under him, as second scliwol- 
master, pro tempore, the husband of 
Mrs. Turner, who from education is 
qualified for the situation: he is a 
good Latin sche'ar, and writes a cood 
hand. I propose to require of Mr. 
Jlirst to come to town one or two | avs 
in the week, and to continue the re- 
mainder at the ogbrook.” 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
DOMESTIC MISSTONS. 
NARAGANSET INDIANS. 
Continued from p. 652. 


Yr. Shores, afier an intermission of 
ihe Indfan School from the 6th of 
Oct. IS14, (the date of our last ac- 

countof it,) until the 26th of Dec. then 
res. med his instructions, and contin. 
ned them until the 30th of March 1815. 
‘Le appears to uave been zealous im his 
endeavours and-unwearied in his la- 
hours to diffuse useful knowledge a- 
wong the Indian children and youth, 
and to promote Christian virtue and 
piety t mong the Indians at large.— 

ving enumerated m; iny difficulties, 
wht ‘+h he had to encounter, he adds: 
*Yot, in the midst of all these, it hath 
steased “> in answer to the united 
neasers Of his people, to crown, in 
some decree, with s og im. = benev- 
olentexe rtion s made by the Society 
fo; propagnting the Coie. { feel 
higey eratified that I can say, ag 
niideeon have attended better than | 
tore, notwithstanding the unusual s 
verity of the winter, which, in their ir 


circumstances, might have justified 
wepligence; and that their improve- 
muentin reading, catechism, spelling, 


onda little in arithmetic, has been as 
rvreat 2s in Schools in general in Mas- 
sachusetts. A have invariably attend- 
moruine and eventing prayers in 
chool, and, ve the school was lar- 
cest, heard them read four times, and 
spell twice out of the book, and cate- 
chi ‘ed all or part, each day, and, when 
ie schaol was less, more tines I 
emp ved not less, but more than 
hours a day, in teaching them at 
ol ; atte nded the Indian meeting 
on the Sabbath. Ithink I have met 
hh them 50 Sabbaths—visited, in all, 
t 70 families, and some of thean 
many times; distributed about 20 
rimers, ard as many Pibles, and a 
mber of tracts, sermons, and other 
religious books,and occasionally taught 
hildren to read outofschool. In short 
kas been my whele business, every 


pit , £0 tea *h what little f£ ar 2 capable 


home 
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of, reading and religion.” The whole 
number of scholars, this term, was 48 ; 
the most that attended a: any one 
time was 28. 

Mr. Shores now declined the service, 
and gave it as his opinion, that it would 
better promote the obj: ct of this mis- 
sion, to have a master for the school, 
who should be qualified and authori- 
sed to give public religious instruction 
to the Indians. The Rev. Dr. Patten 
(who, with the Rhode Is!and Mission- 
ary Society, of which he is President, 
has steadily and zealousiy co-opera- 
ted with us in conducting the mission,) 
having given us advices to the same 
ourpert,a new arrangement was made, 
and the Select Commit'ee, on arecom- 
mendation from Rhode-!sland, enga- 
ged Mr. Stetson Raymond fr two 
months’ service at Dartmouth and 
the vicinity, and for one month at 
Charlestown. The first of these mis- 
sions he performed ; the last, from ob- 
stacles that appeared insurmountable, 
he judged it necessary to decline. 

* Having enquired of Dr. Patten and 
the Rev. Mr. Hitchcock, at Newport, 
concerning the state of the Indians, 
the missionary proceeded to Charles- 
town, and called on their superintend- 
ant, whose disposition towards the ob- 


ject, aud account of the state of the 


Indians, were alike ciscouraging. To- 
bs Ross, however, an Indian of some 
education, when informed of the de- 
sign of his mission, appeared to ap- 
prove it; but told him that the Indi- 
ans were in a very unsettled state, and 
expressed his fears, that the mission 
would be unsuccessful. “ He recei- 
ved me kindly,” adds Mr. Raymond, 
“and went round with me, and intro- 
duced me to the Indian familics : : We 
in three davs visited 18 Indian families. 
I conversed with them of the impor- 
tance of educating their children, and 
bringing them up in the fear of the 
Lord.” He proposed to open the 
school; “ but most of them refused to 
do any thing about it.” He called on 


Mr. Bocemsdes, who informed him, 
that such was the disorderly state of 
the tribe, it would be impossible to ef- 
fect the object of the mission. He at 
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tempted it notwithstanding. On Lord’s 
day, ata meeting of about 20 Indians 
at the school: house for religious wor- 
ship, “they considered the meeting 
their’s, but were willing thathe should 
speak in his turn.” Availing himself 
of this liberty, he attempted to preach 
to them two sermons; but it was a- 
midst so much disorder, and in the 
face of such prejudices, that no good 
was thought to result from the service. 
His attempt to open the school was 
equally unsuccessful. ‘The Lodians 
having become disaffected towards the 
only person, in whose family a mis- 
sionary or school-master can be ac- 
commodated, the lidian council met 
and agreed, thatif Mr. R. boarded 
there, they would no: send any of their 
children to school, nor hear him 
pres ach. Ie spent ‘four days in en- 
deavouring to reconcile them, but in 
vain. Fin ling that he could be of no 
service to them, according to his in- 
structions, he left them. He was ten 
days on this Indian mission, during 
which time he preached 3 sermons, 
and visited 20 famiies. Discouraging 
as this last effort of the Society, in be- 
halfof that wretched people, may ap- 
pear, the Commit ee, believing that 
the principal cause of its failure was 
ine dental and temporary, have not 
abandoned the hope of ultimate suc- 
cess. A moe favorable opening for 
the renewal of the mission may lere- 
after be found. In the mean time, 
cousu!tations with our respected friends 
in Rhede-Isiaud are continued; and 
it is recomuren ‘ed to the Society to 
continue their attention to a people 
which do not less need their compas- 
sionate assistance for having appa- 
rently forfeited thei ciaim to it. 

The Rev. Daniel Lovejoy has per- 
formed two missions, of two months 
each, during the.two last years. On 
the first mission, he preached four 
Sabbaths at Vassalberough, one at 
Fairfax, one at Unity, ove at Dix- 
mont, one at Reacfield, and one at 
Harlem. During his mission, he 
preached 36 times, and, as usual, at- 
tended conferences and prayer meet- 
ings, “In inmost places,” where he 
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agren gel Tamer rere pr a? 
preached, he observes, “the people 
Seem more inclined to tear thou to 

ist 2 ae nm i as 
obey the gospels yet in almost every 
place, tnere seem to be some, who de- 


light in the joyfal sound of salvation,” 
and he expresses his persuasion, that 
he has “ been ena sled to feed the sheep 
anid lambs of Christ, which are scat- 
tered zs sheep upon ihe mountains 
without a sheplierd.”” Learning dat 
the people at V issalboroughi were ina- 
king arvangements for preaching, with 
the expectation of emp.wying a candi- 
date, the Soecie iv, the last year, ap- 
pointed Mr. Lovejoy to a mission of 
two months at Waterville aud the vi- 
cinity. 

At Waterville there is no church at 
present; and our missionary was in- 
duced by pradential considerations to 
distribute his services more extensive 
ly than was originally conteipiated 
He preached three Sabbaths at Wa 
fertile. The rest of his time he « 
ded between Fairfiel:!, Lite! ified, 
nam, tlarlem, Readfieli and Fairfax, 
at all which places, they have contrib- 
uted something for the support ot 
preaching. * At Fairficid there is a 
v4 a have pres 


i- 


lis 
Pit- 


chureh, and a nuimber 
in the h: rit, for several years past, ¢ 

contrib sting for the support of the gos- 
pel.” At Patnam the y have never had 
any regular preening ee fore: but 
they uniformly attended, in consider- 
able numbers, when Myr. L. preached 
here, “and there is ground to hope 
cood has been dene.” ‘This isa new- 
ly settled town. The uumber of its 
ighabitants is not large, and most of 
them are in low circumstanecs;: but at 
their last annual meeting they raised 
one hundred aguas for the support of 
the gospel. They wo: ild esteem it a 
great priv lege to be aide by mission- 
ary societies.” Bes fe Pi service 
perf yrmed by Mr. Lovejoy, as our mis- 
sionary, at Harlem, he edad cone 
sdecubly there and at Palermo in the 
course of the year, partly at the ex- 
pense of the Massachusetts Missionary 
Society, and partly at the expeu-« o 
the inhabitants. “ The people here 
are gen er ully quite poor, but a num- 
ber of them bhave contributed fo 
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preaching, to the extent of their pow- 
er. Appearances at these places have 
been pleasing. The people have at- 
tended on the word. preached, well, 
and have listened with good attention.” 
Our missionary catechised the child- 
~en in these places, as he could find op- 
rtunity, and was much pleased with 
the children of one family, who had 
scarcely ever attended to the cate- 
chism until he introduced it, and yet in 
a few weeks repeated a considerable 
part of it correctly.—He was also grati- 
Hed to find at Harlem a female, hope- 
fully pious, who was much assisted in 
her religious inquiries by a Testament, 
‘which had, some years since, been pre- 
sented to her by the Society through his 
hands. During the mission, he preach- 
ed 40 times; catechised children eve- 
ry convenient opportunity ; and visit- 
ed a considerable number of families. 
“The cause of religion,” he thinks, 
*cains ground in this quarter, and 
the friends of Zion increase ; but there 
is still a very extensive wilderness 
which needs to be turned into a fruit- 
ful field. Itis necessary that man 
laborers should be employed in the 
vineyard of our Lord in this region.” 
The Rey. Dr. Nathaniel Porter, ap- 
pointed the last year toa mission ef 
iwo months at Alfred, Limerick and 
the vicinity, performed the service as- 
signed him. He commenced his la- 
bours at Alfred, v here he was kindly 
received, and where, but for the short- 
ness of the term of his mission, a col- 
lection would have been made, as for- 
imerly, for the society. Not finding a 
cisposition in the people to attend lec- 
tures on week days, Dr. Porter spent 
his time in visiting them in their hous- 
es, in some of which he had the satis- 
faction to find, “ The wership of God 
is attended, the Scriptures are read, 
and the morning and evening sacrifice 
is Offered 3; and children appear to be 
training up in che nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord.” From Alfred he 
proceeded to Limerick, where he “ was 
we.comed with apparent cordiality.” 
Here he spent his time on week days 
ns atthe former place, and for the 
same reason. “I visited,” he ob- 


Voll 


serves, “ and conversed with them, 
both parents and children, answering 
their questions, and, as well as Icould, 
resolving their doubts. In these vis- 
its [have reason to think I was instru- 
mental in confirming some wavering 
ininds, and leaving others under seri- 
ous and hoveful impressions.—Here 
are heads of families training up their 
children ta the way in which they should 
go; enforcing their instructions both 
by the directions of the gospel, and the 
influence of personal example. The 
children at Limerick are catechised 
in the schools, and some of them have 
inade a desirable proficiency in the 
Shorter Catechism. There are 8 dis- 
tricts, each provided with a school- 
mirtress.”,—On Lord’s day, 6th Au- 
gust, he preached to a “ very silent 
and attentive assembly ;” and the next 
day, attended a funeral and preached 
ailecture. On his inquiries into the 
state of the church, he found it to con- 
sist of 22 members, having wne dea- 
con: that there had been the addition 
of two members since 1813; and that 
two were propounded for admission. 
He rext visited Newfield; where he 
preached on two Lord’s days, and sev- 
eral lectureson weck days. ‘The chure! 
he found to consist of twenty members, 
having received, in the course of the 
last year, several additions. In the 
sarly part of summer, they were visit- 
ed by a missionary, who baptized their 
children. After visiting Alfred again, 
where were two sick families, and in 
one of them a funeral, he returned to 
Newfield. “ The school-districts in 
Newfield are 8; ail supplied with fe- 
male teachers, of decent abilities and 
good morals, and who give their pu- 
pils moral and religious instruction.” 
At the solicitation of Col. Parsons and 
others, he next visited Farsonsfiel4, 
where he preached on the Sabbath. 
“This church is small, consisting of 
Sor lO members. In this town are 
12 school-distriets; some supplied with 
teachers, others not. Some confer- 


ences were held in this town, at which 
he was much pleased with the knowl- 
edge which individuals discovered of 
the Scriptures, and the cardinal coc- 
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yines of Revelation.” By particular 
desire, he visited [liram, which he con- 
sidered as within the limits prescribed 
in his instructions, and preached there 
on the Lord’s day to a full house. 
“Tere is no church.” 
things is ulpremising ; but there 
are some here, * who seem to respect 
yeligious order, and who would,” the 
missionary believes, “ attend public 
worship, if favored with opportunity. 
They inactively lament their situa- 
tien.” 

‘he Rev. Asa Piper, appointed the 
last year toa mission of two months 
at Belfast and the vicinity, performed 
(he service assigned him, "apparently 
to good acceptance. ‘The mission, 
though “ unexpected” by the people 
of Belfast, “ was received with grati- 
tude,” > and, the missionary had reason 
to conclude, would “ produce some 
good effect.” They imagme them- 
selves able to support a minister, and 
that the great thing wauting, is spirit 
and union. There did not appear 
much encouragement for missionary 
service inthe immediate vicinity. The 
labours of Mr. Piper were principally 
confined to Belfast, because in one of 
the adjoining towns there was stated 
preaching, and at another, a ininister 
was ordained during his mission ; and 
atthe plantations farther distant, there 
were great divisions, and the people 
“had preachers of their own persua- 
sion, either residing there, or occa- 
sionally with them.” Another reason, 
assigned by the missionary is, “ that 
the attention given to the mission by 
the people of Belfast inspired the hope 
that good might result from his sta- 
tionary labours.” Refering to Bet- 
fast, he observes: “I was agree*bly 
disappointed i in finding so large a num- 
ber inclined to worship together ; and 
what to me was more unexpected, as- 
surances were given, that general sat- 
isfaction was expressed with the mis- 
sionary labours. For this Jet God 
have all the praise, who openeth the 
heart to receive the word. All I wou!d 
observe for myself is, I-sought to en- 
tertain them with evangelical truths, 
and to render them impressive. In 
my private communications also, I en- 
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ceavoured to biend Christian gravity, 
with meekness and conciliation.” It 
is the opinion of the missionary, that, 
should not the seeds of je alousy Le 
sown in future by preachers of oppo- 
sing sentiments, the materiais may be 
found here to constitute a respectable 
religious society; and, from its rela- 
tive situation to the country around, 
may diffuse a happy influence among 
the settlers in the adjoining planta- 
tions.” At the close of the mission, 
a parish meeting was holden, when a 
vole of thanks was passed to this Soci- 
ety for its liberality ; end a vete, invi- 
ting Mr. Piper to continue two months 
with them at their charge. 

Mr. Robert Cochran, appointed the 
last year to a mission of two months, 
commenced it at Palermo, where were 
a few persons who had been members 
of a presbyterian church, but had not 
for along time heard a minister of 
their persuasion. He “ founda res- 
pectable audience there ;” and advi- 
sed the friends of religious order to 
make exert:ons towards obtaining as- 
sistance for themselves. They prom- 
ised todo “what they were able.’ 
He next preached at Montville, where — 
were afew professed Christians. Here 
a woman gave him a dollar “ for the 
translation of the Bible in the Arabi- 
an language.” He took with him for 
Montville some of the books that were 
sent to him from the Society, formed 
a library, and appointed a librarian to 
take charge of them, to see that they 
were lent and returned to him in a 
given time, “ because Nontville and 
Freedom, both, now receive benefit 
from them, and ina proper time, a 
more useful one mnay grow out of the 
present.” Here he visited several 
families, and was “ received by them 
cor dially.” ‘He preached successively 
at Daviston, Putnam, Belmont, Bepe 7 
Linconville and Palermo, at the last 
of which places he “had a large as- 
sempbiy, and geod attention while 
preaching,” and closed his mission at 
Appleton. The Society having ap- 
poutted Mr. Cochran to a further mis- 
sion of two months, should the funds 
admit: his commission was extended 
tothat term. He preached at Monk 
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wille, Belmont, Daviston, Palermo, &c 
He found at Montville, that “ they had 
increased their books ;” and, believing 
that such a disposition of them as he 
liad made, isconducive to an accumu- 
Ration, and tocare im the preservation of 
them, he “begs of the Sucie tv, in behalf 
efsome people in Montville, = few veli- 
gious books, still to increase their li- 
brary.” 

Mr. Josiah Peet, at the very time of 
receiving a commission from the Soei- 
ety, in 1514, as a missionary for the 
wicinity of Norndgewock, was presen- 
ted with a call from the town of Nor- 
xidgewock, to settle with them in the 
gospel ministry 3 with the offer of two 
tifths of his support from the town, and 
liberty to employ the remainder o of 
his time, beyond what they might thus 
elaim, in doing missionary service in 

the vicinity. Encouraged by the Maine 
Missionary Society, and by this ap- 
pointinent from ours, he eoncluded to 
aecept the call, and to enter immedi- 
ately on his mission. ‘This he com- 
menced at Litchfield. “ Here wasa 
smali church in a divided town, una- 
ble to procure a supply, and desiring 
the privilege of a communion.” Not 
bemg authorised to administer the or- 
dinance, he went to Hallowell, where 
he preached three times for Rev. Mv. 
fxillet, who preached three times in 
Litchfield, and administered the Lord’s 
Supper. He afierwards preached in 
Norridgewock, Bloomfield, Waterville, 
Madison, Solon, and Starks. Krom 
Madison he “took a pilot and went to 
visit a settlement adjacent ona gore 
ef land not incerporated; found a 
neighbourhood of about a dozen fami- 
lies ; preached to an audience of a- 
Bout 60 persons ; and distributed a- 


mong them one Bible and a number of 


tracts. ‘These people did not recol- 
lect to have ever been visited by a 
missionary, but once before.” While 
m the service of the Society yhepr each- 
ed 45 times, attended 8 religi ious meet- 
mgs, four funerals, administered the 
Lord’s Supper twice, visited 8 sick 
persons, a number of families, and two 
schools. ‘The Bibles and Hymn-Books 


de distributed amone the peor aud 





destitute. The Spelliag-books he gave 
for the use of a school in No. 4. su 
ported partly by a donation from a Fe- 
male Society in Boston, and partly by 
the inhabitants. He employed an in- 
structress, and gave the books to her 
in trast. He afterwards “ visited the 
place, found the school flourishing,” 
and judged it would be productive 
of much good.” ‘The bound books he 
generally placed in small religious h- 
braries. Finding the books which 
missionaries had left with individuals 
were not improved to the best advan- 
tage, he collected them together, and, 
adding more to them, formed them in- 
to libraries under certain regulations. 
One of these libraries is formed in 
Norridgewock, one in Madison, and 
ene in Solon. “ Three or four othi- 
ers,” he observed, “ I expect soon to 
form, of which your books will com- 
pose a part, being already deposited in 
those places. ‘The tracts I have dis- 
tributed promiscuously.” Referring 
to his settlement in the ministry at 
Norridgewock, he observes, “ sliould 
any good result from this establish- 
ment, your society will bave the satis- 
faction to reflect, that they have been 
materially instrumental in promoting 
it. As your commission reached me 
the day ‘I received my call from this 
people, without this seasonable aid | 
know notthat I should have seen my 
way clear to have compied with the 
request L[hope you will not desert 
the object you have been thus instru- 
inental of effecting.” 
( Io be continued.) 

_ The Trearurer of the American Bible So 
ciety acknowledges the receipt of the fol- 
lowing sums of mouey, from the 4th of Feb- 
ruary to the 4h of March, viz :— 

1. From the * Tolland united Fe- 

male Cent Society,’ in Connecti- 

cut, through Mrs, Eunice Nash, 

their -ecretary by Mr. Jeremiah 

H. Saylor, $35 40 
2. From Anthony Steenbach and 

others, collected in the sixth 

ward, (exclusive of three life 

subscriptions hereafier mention- 

e:l,) 123 9 

3. From the ‘Saratoga county Bi- 

ble Sciety,’ by Elisha Powell, 
Ksq. their treasures, , 
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4. From the * Benson Young La- 
dies’ Bible Socie.y,’ in Rutland, 
Vermont, by Miss Clarissa Stan- 
dish, their Secre ary, 40 

5. From the ‘ Qisego county Bible 
Society.’ by George Pomery, 
their treasurer, 200 

6. From several Ladies of the City 
of New-London, to constiute 
their Pasior the Rev. —— 
M’Euven, a member for life, by 
Mr. Zechariah Lewis, 80 

7. From the Female Bible and 
Tract Society of Buffalo, to con- 
stitu'e their pastor, the Rev. 
Miles P Squier, a member for 
life, ibrough Susan Palmer and 
Sarah Ann Ransom. distribu- 
ting committee, by Mr. Eleazer 
Lord, 50 

3. From the third congregation 
and society in Hartford, Con- 
necticut, tO Constitu.e their pas- 
tor, the Rev. Nathan Perkins, 


D D.amenber for life, 30 
9. From George Meyer, as a 

member for lite, 30 
10 From Peter Snyder, do. 30 
11. From Anthony S'eenback, co. 30 
12. irom Najah Taylor, do. SO 


15. From the Rev. Joseph M‘Kean, 
a professor in Harvard Col- 





lege, Mass. do. 30 
14. From William W. Woolsey, asa 
director for one year, 15 
$854 38 





BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
JOH ‘OTION SMITH, 
Goeverne: and (‘ommander in Chief in 
and over ‘he State of ConnectTicurT. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Prom a review of the dispensations of 
Divine ee idence, during the past 
year, and of the ungrateful returns 
we have made to that Aumicuty Br- 
Inc who has distinguished us by so 
many blessings, whose mercies and 
judgments we have equally disre- 
garded; it becomes us, with one 
accord, to humble ourselves before our 
HEAVENLY Fatuer and with Peni- 
tent hearis to implore the forgiveness 
of our offences, and the communica- 
tion of those temporal and spiritual 

Savours, which ave alike essential to 
our haypiness as individuals, and our 
prosperity as a@ people. 

With these im pressions, and in pur- 
guance of ancient and pious exam- 
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ple, 1 have thought proper to ap- 
point, and I do hereby appoint, FRI- 
DAY, vrHE FouRTH DAy or APRIL 
NEXT, to be observed as a day of 
HUMILIATION, FASTING AND 
PRAYER throughout this State. And 
I earnestly request all ministers and 
people to convene on that day, in 
their several places of religious wor- 
ship; that, in our sotemn assemblies 
we may ofier to the Mosr Hien, 
through the mediation of His Son, the 
sacrifice of an humble and contrite 
spirit for our abuse of His mercies, 
our repeated violations of His iaw, 
and our inattention to the gracious 
invitations of His Gospel. And whilst 
we recount the affiictive visitations of 
a Hoxy Gop in the adveise events of 
the year—in depriving us of those who 
were endeared to us by their private 
worth, or who were emment for their 
extensive usefulness—in withholding 
from us the usual supply of the fruits 
of the earth, and in the various em- 
barrassments which have attended us 
in our lawful pursuits; let us at the 
same time, devoutly recognize His 
righteous government of the wor ‘Id, 
aud adore Him for every display, 
whether of His justice or of His merey. 
And I recommend that we unite in 
fervent prayers to ALmicuty Gop, for 
His blessing upon the people of the 
United States, and upon the President 
and the subordinate officers in eur 
national government: particularly, 
that it would please Him to shed His 
choicest fayours upon this common- 
wealth; to inspire all in authority 
with zeal and fidelity in their respect- 
ive stations; to impress our citizens 
with a grateful sense of their high 
privileges, with reverence for their 
laws, and with sentiments of charity 
and good-will for each other; to 
smile on the institutions of religion 
and of learning, on Christian minis- 
ters and churches of every denomina~ 
tion, on our college, academies and 
schools, and on all attempts to relieve 
human ‘suffering and to promote the 
intellectual and religious improvement 
of our fellow-men : that it would please 
Him to prosper us in our commerce 





Eo 
ae 
oe 
, 





508 


and navigation, in our agriculture 
and manufactures, and in all our 
Jaudable undertakings, to reward the 
husbandman with an abundant har- 
vest, and to crown the ensuing year 
with the bounties of His Providence 
and the blessings of His grace: That 
it would please Him to extend His 
paternal care to the whole family of 
mankind, and to put an end to the ig- 

norance, infidelity apd delusion which 
overspread large portions of the earth, 
by diffusing «universally the know- 
Jedge and the belief of our hely reli- 
zion; sbove all, that He would deep- 
ly imprint its sacred truths upon our 
own hearts, aud enable us so to exem- 
plify iis divine principles, as toat we 
aay finally meet with its everlasting 
rewards. 

All servile labour and vain recrea- 
tion on said day are by law forbidden. 
Given under my hand at Sharon, the 

twentieth day of February, im the year 

of eur eS one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventeen, and in the 41st 
year of ry Tnudependence of the Uni- 
ted States of America. 

JOHN cor CON SMITII. 
3y His Eoccellency’s Command, 

Tuomas Dar, Secretary. 





THE CLERICAL PROFES- 
SION. 


Concluded from p. 659. 


TVOUGUTS ON 


fn sich a world ;.s0 thorny, and where none 
Finds happiness unbligh.ed ; found, 
Without some thistly sorrow at his side ; 
It seems the part of wisdom, and no sin 
Against the law of love, to measure lots 
With less distinguish’d than ourselves ; that 
thus 
Yemay with patience bear our moderate 
ifs, 
And sympathise with-others suffering more. 
J ask. 
In this vale of tears it is much easier 
to enumerate sufferings than enjoy- 
ments. Hence, although we promis- 
ed, after exhibiting the discourage- 
meirts which the minister of the gos- 
pel i is forced to encounter, to display 
a scene crowned with the brightest of 
terrestrial jovs; vet let it be remem- 
hered thatthe v are to be still terrestrial, 
and therefore not unsullied. It is also 
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to be kept in mind, that reproach and 
poverty and toil are allotted to others 
as well as to him,—if not in as greata 
degree, yet ofien without those cir- 
cumstances of mitigation which ac- 
company them jin hisown case; that 
much of the reproach which is cast 
upon the faithful minister, proceeds 
from a character so foul and lights 
upon one so fair, that it is not believ- 
ed; that if he is debarred from the 
possession of wealth, and is forced toe 
struggle harder than other men against 
poverty, yet, as his income is fixed, it 
is more secure than theirs, and as 
he engages in fewer adventurous spec- 
ulations, he is not as ofien reduced to 
want aud beggary; that his labour 
when net excessive is peculiarly 
sweet; that the husbandman likewise 
is obliged at times, to toil beneath a 
sultry sun, the physician to face the 
wintry biast, and the merchant to 
brave the perils of the deep; finally, 
that a great part of the happiness of 
this life in every condition, consists in 
anticipation, and no path is gilded 
With brighter hopes than his own. 

With moderate expectations there- 
fore of human happiness, we procecd 
to consider the Encouragements that 
attend the ministry of the Gospel. 

1. This is of all prefessions the 
most honourable. The dignity of the 
subjects with which it is conver- 
sant; the habitual elevation of mind 
which they are fitted to inspire; the 
near relation in which they place one 
to the Ruler of the Universe; the sat- 
isfaction which may be supposed to 
result from being admitted to a near- 
er inspection than others enjoy of his 
counsels; the eternal duration of the 
interests which it espouses : these, and 
many other considerations of a simi- 
lar nature, conspire to exalt the Cler- 
ical Profession far above those em- 
ployments which terminate in the ad- 
justment of werldly competitions, or 
the ephemeral struggles after wealth 
and power. 

2. Itishere taken for granted that 
the minister brings to the work to 
which he is consecrated a renewed 
heart, and affections capable of being 
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elevated by religious contemplation. 
In such a case the mind is carried a- 
Jong by acurrent in which it delights 
to flow, arid finds its labours, its cares, 
jts daily task coincident, ray identifi- 
ed with its pleasures. ‘To be occupi- 
ed in contemplating the sublime truths 
of God’s word; to dwell on his attri- 
butes, the divine excellencies of his 
character, and dispensations of grace 
to a fallen world:—to attend the 
blessed Saviour down to earth, listen 
to his heavenly instructions, and tran- 
scribe and publish the glad tidiugs of 
salvation ; to accompany him to the 
Garden of Gethsemane and hear his 
groans, to calvary and witness the 
scene at which the rocks rent, the 
earth did quake, and the sun grew 
dark ; to hail the risen Lord, and with 
the men of Gallileé, gaze at him as he 
ascends into heaven ;—to follow his 
icv tee through alltheir wanderings, 

and catch the words of inspiration from 
their ims;—finally to ascend into 
heaven, and mingle with those glori- 
fied saints, “who have washed ‘their 

robes, and made them while in the 
blood of the Lamb :” to be occupied, 
Isay, with themes like these as the 
subjects of his private meditation and 
public employment, confers on him 
who loves “ the good work” a privilege 
far above the common lot, and opens 
to him sources of enjoyment in view 
of which the discouragements that 
have been mentioned, dwindle into in- 
significance. 

3. To minds which derive pleasure 
from the cultivation and exercise of 
their own powers, the ministry of the 
Gospel holds out abundant advanta- 
ges. Ifthe human faculties are eleva- 
ted and expanded in proportion to 
the magnitude of the olijects with 
which they are habitually conver- 

sant; then surely they must learn to 
soar by the perpetual contemplation 
of a theme whose subject is Jehovah, 
and whose bounds areeternity. Here 


also is afforded ample scope for the 
reasoning powers in preving and clu- 
cidating the doctrines; for the taste 
in the composition and delivery of 
4iscourses in such a manner as to ac- 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 668 


company instruction with pleasure ; 
for eloquence in enforcing the pre- 
cepts,exhortations, reproofs, and warn- 
ings of the Gospel, and in administer- 
ing its hopes aud consolations. ‘This 
profession also introduces one to some 
of the greatest productions of the hu- 
man mind, and opens an avenue to 
the richest treasures of wisdom and 
learning, tobe employed either in the 
deferce of Christianity, or in the il- 
lustration of its doctrines. ‘To beem- 
ployed amid the labours of such men 
as Hooker, and Beveridge, and But- 
ler, and W atts, would bea privilege 
whatever were the subject; but-when 
the subject is divine, when every page 
is kindled by devotion, and radiant 
with benevolence, the privilege be- 
comes inestimable. 

4. Laying it down as a maxim that 
virtue is happiness and vice is misery, 
as far as the minister is led, by the na- 
ture of his office, to practice the one 
wnd to shun ‘the otlier; as far as he is 
excited to peculiar vigilance against 
temptation, and prompted to set. a 
bright example of prudence and char- 
ity ; so far he enjoys, more than oth- 
Cliristians, the sweets of a quiet con- 
science, and‘ that heavenly calin with- 
in the breast,’ which amidst all the 
vicissitudes of life, is an unfailing 
source of delight. Happy is it for us, 
that there is at leastone spot on earth, 
where public opinion demands of him 
who ministers at the altar, unspotted 
sanclity of manners. In this point 
of view, he has no reason to repine, 
that malice is ever on the alert to de- 
tect the least stain upon his reputation. 
ven the eagle eve of calumny, so far 
as it increases his watchfulness ovei 
his own heart, becomes subservient to 
his happisess. 

5 The relation which the pastor 
sustains to his flock, is a prolific source 
of enjoyment. Tle is bound to them 
by many tender ties. Although they 
may sometimes rise in rebellion at the 
doctrines he unfolds, and feel resent- 
ful under the stings of repreof, yet it 
his labours for their welfare seem dis» 
interested, the fidelity which springs 
from love, will at length find its way te 
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to their hearts. His feelings are min- 
gled with theirs in the most important 


god interesting changes of fe. He 


participates in their happiness when 
he iscalled upon to unite them in the 
tenderest ofconnexions. He visits them 
on the bed of languishing, and allays 
their anguish with the balm of Gilead. 
He visits the house of afiliction, and 
performs the last sad offices of friend- 
ship over the ashes of the dead. As 
he presses the hands of the mourners, 


they fee! those divine consolations, of 


which he is the messenger, flow into 
their souls. Relief thus administered 
on the borders of despair, a light thus 
kindled in a valley of darkness, leaves 
an impression which can never be 
forgotten. The attachment of those 
aie who ascribe to his instrumentali- 
ty their hopes of eternal life, is dear 
beyond expression. ‘They feel a pov- 
tion of al) his sorrows, they cling to 
his departing spirit, and no purer tears 
are shed by mortals than those which 
they mingle with his dust. And they 
all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck; 
and kissed him; sorrowing most of all 
for the words which he spak e, that they 
ae see his face no more. 

The fraternal relations which 
suinaiok between those engaged in the 
same sacred work, yield a rich har- 
vest of affection, counsel, sympathy, 
und social enjoyments. "That attach- 
ment which arises froma unity of ob- 
jects, employments, afflictions, and 
pleasures, is peculiarly theirs. They 
feel its influence shed light like a sun 
all around them, dispersing many a 
cloud that overhangs their path. 

*“* Oft too in friendliest Association join’d, 

He greets his brethren with a flowing heart 

Flowing with virtue ; all rejuic’d to meet, 

And ail :eluctant parting — 

‘Lheir hearts disclose each contemplation 

sweet 
Of things divine; and blend in friendship 
pure, 

Friendship sublim’d by piety and love.” 
Finally, the consciousness of being 

eminently useful in the glorious service 

of the Redeemer; the hope of having 

been instrumental in winning souls to 

Christ; the frequent opportunities they 

have to engage in the service of Him, 


whose praise is the joy and rapture of 
their souls; and a thousand similar 
enjoyments smooth their rugged way, 
and crewn tlieir lives with the highest 
of sublunary bliss. Enviable beyond 
expression was the lot of the aged 
Apostle, doomed as he was to poverty 
aud martyrdom, who, as his ministry 
drow near toa close, could say with 
serenity of soul, I have fought a good 
Agiht, I have finished my course, 1 have 
ke pt ihe faith ; hencefor th there is laid 
up for mea crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge 
shall give me at that day. Faithful 
minister of the Cross! Faint not amid 
the discouragements of the way.— 
What though the storms of adversity 
beat upon your head, and hosts of en- 
emies assail you ! Fear not; enjoy 
that peace within. How short are 
the trials of your faith ! how bright is 
the promise that awaits you—lor they 
that turn many to righteousness shall 
shine as the stars forever andever! D, 


. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a Letter io the Editor of the Chris- 
itian Herald, dated Newark, (N. J.) 3d 
March, 1817. 


Dear Sir,—Not to disappoint the expec 
tation conveyed in No. 20 of ‘he Herald, of 
a more particular account of ‘he revival of 
religion in the congregation under the min- 
istry of the Rev. Dr. Richards in this town, 
and which is now spreading itsell in other 
Societies; I venture to furnish a brief state- 
ment of some of the more inieresting facts 
and circumstances connected with this joy- 
ful event. 

It was atime of general and unusnal de- 
clension, when the arm of the Lord was first 
revealed, anda glorious light from heaven 
Shone round aboui us) ‘Uhe fire upon he 


_ Christian altar had not wholly ceased, but 


the flame was feeble and obscure, and had 
ofien threatened to expire. Prayer-meet- 
ings were kept up, but for the most part 
thinly attended; and seldom could a solita- 
ry individual be found, who was inquiring 
the way to Zion. ‘The . ise and the foolish 
were slumbering together. But He who 
works for his own great name. looked down 
and pitied; and, at a time when human ex- 
pectations were low, and when few could 
be found to weep over the desolations of 
Zion, some tokens for good began to be dis- 
oovered. As early as about the middle of 
December. it was known that several young 
men were under very serious impressiong, 
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A few of these cases had been of five or six 
weeks standing ; but, except in one or two 
jns.ances, the fact had been carefully con- 
cealed in their own bosoms. Nearly at the 
same time an unusual spirit of prayer was 
felt by some of the Lord s people, who had 
had no communication with each other, and 
by some who had no knowledge of any awa- 
kening among the secure. Their hearis 
were greaily moved at the low state of re- 
ligion, and chey could not torbear to cry, 
with unceasing importunity, ** Help, Lord! 
for the god'y man ceaseth for the faiihful fail 
from among the children of men.” Vheir minds 
were wonderfully turned off from creatures, 
and made to fix on God alone ; and so great 
were their desires that the Lord wowuid ap- 
pear in his glory o build up Zion, that they 
were made to agonize at the foot of his 
throne, and to wrestle as Jacob did when he 
entreated for the life of the mother and the 
children. 

Amongst their mos’ early and solemn pe- 
titions, was, -hattbe Lord would awaken 
his slumbering church, conviace them of 
their awful backslidings, and cause them 
humbly and sincerely to re'ura unto him, 
that, with united heart, they might suppli- 
caie the outpouring of the Spirit, and a re- 
vival of his work —How certain is it ‘hat 
God hath not said to the seed of Jacob, 
¢ Seek ye me in vain 1”? 

On the evening of the 19th December, at 
@ stated prayer meeting, the first public anc 
visible token of the Lord’s special presence 
was witnessed among us. This meeting bad 
been established for more than three years, 
and, though in a place quite central io the 
congregation, it bad often b-ppened that 
not more ‘han 20 or 30 persons attended ; 
but on this evening, from some secret im- 
pulse, perhaps, on the minds of the people, 
not less than 200 persons were present. 
On this occasion, the 7th chapter of the 
4st hook of Samuel was read, and the atten- 
tion of the audience directed to the conduct 
of Israel when they lamenied after the Lord 
on the plains of Mizpeh, and to the counsel 
given them by Samuel.—Li was a solemn 
and melting time: professors of religion 
were made to weep over their own backsli- 
ding, and earnestly to implore the Divine 
inerey ; and others were excited to inguire 
what they should do to be saved ?” 

The t.ord’s day following will long be re- 
membered by seme, as a season of more than 
ordinary interest in God’s house. The Chris- 


tian was awakened from his long nigh! of 


slumber, and the secure sinner made to 
tremble while he contemplated the vasi con- 
cerns of an approaching eterniiy 

These impressions were imperceptibly 
and gradually extended; and, when ‘he 
New Yeur opened, such an anxious desire 
was felt on the partof the Lord’s people to 
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humble themselves for their sins, that the 
following Thursday was set apartin the 
congregation, as a day of fasting, bhumilia- 
tion, and prayer. The former part of the 
day was speatinthe closet; and, at 2 in 
the afternoon, the congregation assembled 
in he house of God, to mingle their tearg 
and pour out their supplications together. 
it was a favoured season; many a heart 
was broken, and He, who never refuses to 
listen to the cry of the humble, lent a gra- 
vious ear to the supplieations of bis church. 
Nota few date their first religious impres- 
sions on that day; and, at the same time, 
others found joy and peace in believing. 

From this period the work has rapidly 
spread, and is now become general in the 
congregation, and extends more or less into 
all parts of the town, particularly in the 
Baptis society. 

Scarcely a day passes us, Wilhout witness- 
ing the song of praise from the lips of some 
new-born soul. 

Lcannot speak with certainty as to the 
number of ‘he awakened, but Ido not lee} 
the smallest hesitation in pronouncing it to 
exceed 300; more than one hundred of 
whom have obtained a hope that they have 
passed from death un‘o life Time only can 
deterine aS to the genuineness of this 
work; but the view at presen: is amazing, 
and it appears to be a work of great power. 
Convictions in many cases are deep-and 
pungen . and offen succeeded by extreor- 
divary licht and peace. Amongst those 
who «wre comforted, some have their hearts 
filled with love in cont:mplating the work 
and character of Christ, and are enabled 
cheeifully to commit their everlasting inte- 
rests inio his hands. 

This solemn work has been attended with 
much feeling, at the same time thatit has 
been free from any lively agitation, noise, 
or disorder ; more than the ordinary exer- 
cises experienced in the momentous change 
of passing from death unto life It has ex* 
tended more or less to all ages and condi- 
tions and men cf the stontest hearts and 
proudest spirits have, like the stubborn and 
lof-y oak of the forest, been compelled to 
yield to its power, and bend to the mights 
rushing wind. Many heads of families are 
the joyful subjects of this power; but the 
greater number are in the morning of life, 
and some even from 10 to 15 years of age 

The people of colour also, on this occa- 
sion. bave been remembered by the greet 
Head of the Church; and more particularly 
those who have aitended for instruction in 
the Sunday School. What enconragement 
does this fact furnish to teachers and pat- 
rohe of these highly beneficial and interest. 
ing institutions; and what delight aud pi- 
ous gratitode must the reflection occasion, 
that He who gave bimself a ransom for ally 
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to be testified in due time, has brought, as 
we bumbly trust, a number of this pour, and 
neglected,and suffering people to experi 
ence the riches of his grace! and it will be 
seen, in sie light of eternity, whether or 
no their benevolent exertions have been 
blessed as a mean in accomplishing this 
happy end. 

During the progress of this revival, much 
quickening and consolation has been im- 
paried to Christians, though for the uiost 
part not uniil they had been the subjects 
of great searching of heart, and deep hu- 
iniliation before God. It has been an oc- 
currence not unfrequent among professors, 
and pariicnlarly in the early part of the bles- 
sed work, to lose a sense of God’s favour, 
and even to relinquish their hopes. They 
were sinitten with such a conviction ot 
their awlul departure from God, that they 
could not think it possible that they had 
ever known the Lord in truth. Bat, with 
few exceptions, after a season of darkness 
and conflict, they have regained their 
hopes, accompanied with a new and pe- 
guliar delight in God’s service, and with 
renewed zeal for the honour of his cause. 

We have no reason to think that there is 
any suspension of the Divine influences ; 
but that, on the contrary, the blessed dews 
ef heaven are still descending upon us. 

ifthe Lord spares me, and the work ad- 
vances, I may acquaint you with further 
particulars, as circumstances may arise, and 
opportunity occur. 

It must rejoice the hearts of Christians 
to learn that this gracious work is aot lim- 
ited to the town of Newark, which has 
been, and still is, highly favoured of the 
Lord; but that the blessed influences of 
the Holy Spirit are felt, and made manifest 
with power in nearly twenty of the adja- 
cent parishes in New-Jersey. 





BIBLE FOR THE JEWS. 
Letter from Mr. Hawtrey to Miss Han- 
nak Adams, dated London Society 

House, Spitalfield, Sept. 28. 

My dear Madam—Your kind letter, 
inclosirg a draft for one hundred 
pounds from the Ladies’ Boston Soci- 
ety, has just come to hand, and I 
hasten to send you the cordial thanks 
of our committee for the same. I 
have also to acknowledge the receipt 
of your interesting work with the ac- 
companying letter. Amidst some dis- 
couragements, seut doubtless by God 
to try our faith and patience, a very 
bright prospect of a final. blessing on 
our endeavouts still lies open before 
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us. We have just completed the four 
Gospels and acts of the Apostles in 
pure Biblical Hebrew, and the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Socicty have also just received 
such pressing ¢a!ls for them from Rus- 
sia and Poland, where there are near- 
ly a miljion Jews, that they are about 
to take of us one thousand copies for 
immediate circulation there. ‘This is 
a most providential interference in 
our favour, and shews at once that 
Ged is withus. We have also two 
young Jewish Rabies who are study- 
lug for the ministry, in whom the 
grace of God ts very conspicuously dis- 
played. Iu our schools we have at 
this time forty one boys and thirty- 
seven girls. Most sincerely praying 
that the God of Abraham may bless 
all those Jadies who have taken up the 
cause ef poor outcast Israel, and that 
their example mav be very widely fol- 
lowed in America, lam, dear Mad- 
aim, yours, truly, 
C. Hawrrey, Joint Sec’y. 

P. S. Ifour funds are but sufficient, 
we hope to complete and publish the 
New Testament in the course of next 
year. The whole expense of the first 
edition will be £3000. No pains are 
spared to make it a perfect work, and 
a most important translation it will 
be.—Ch. Disciple. 





Ordination. 

Ordained at Huntington, (Ripton Socie- 
ty,) on the 5th inst. the Rev. Thomas F.- 
Davis, over the church and congregation in 
that place. The services were performed 
in the following order : Introductory praver 
by the Rey. Mr. Rogers, of Yew Fairfield ; 
sermon by the Rev. Mr. Dutton, of Strat- 
ford ; consecrating prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Waterman, of Bridgeport; charge to the 
Pastor by the Rey. Mr. Bartlett; right 
hand of fellowship by the Rev. Mr. An- 
drews, of Danbury; charge to the pecple 
by the Rev. Mr. Crocker, of Redding ; con- 
cluding prayer by the Rev. Mr. Grant. of 
Bedford. The singing was excellent; and 
the solemn and impressive manner in which 
the whole services were performed, togeth- 
er with the profound attention of a crowd- 
ed audience, awakened reflections that the 
transactions of this day were doubtless rati- 
fied in Heaven, and are nitimately connect- 
ed with the eternal iaterests of minister 
and people. 








